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1Resource page 

creaTing a consTiTuTion for ausTralia

Create your Constitution for australia

You are about to go on an excursion to the National Capital, Canberra.

The National Capital exists because in 1901 the six Australian colonies came together to create  
a new nation, Australia.

Consequently a new parliament had to be created to make laws that affected the whole nation equally, 
not just for one colony or state.

The new parliament could have been located anywhere — and at first it was located in Melbourne.

But in 1908 the Commonwealth Parliament agreed that Canberra should be the site for the new  
National Capital. Eventually, a parliament building was opened in 1927. It was replaced by a new one  
– the current Parliament House – in 1988.

You are visiting those buildings to learn about the Commonwealth Parliament. 

When you visit these places you will see some evidence of the coming together for Federation,  
such as the creation of a national defence force (you will see this in the Australian War Memorial),  
the development of a national Coat of Arms and national flag (you will see several examples at  
the Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House and Parliament House), and the 
referendum process to change the Australian Constitution (you will see the Australian Constitution in 
Parliament House, and you may work through a Voting or Referendum process at the National Electoral 
Education Centre). 

In what areas of life does the Commonwealth Parliament have the power to make laws for the  
whole nation? And why did we get the Constitution we did in 1901, rather than some other one?

That’s what you will now decide.

Your task is: create a Constitution that is accepted by all the colonies. 
It won’t be easy, so let’s see how good a negotiator and decision-maker  
you are!
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Resource page 2
creaTing a consTiTuTion for ausTralia

Instructions for creating the constitution

1 Make sure you have:
•	 Resource Page 3, showing the 10 issues to be decided and the possible options 

for each issue; and
•	 Resource Pages 4–9, with each colony’s views on each of the issues.

2 Read the 10 issues and the options that exist for each issue (Resource Page 3).

3 Read the attitudes of the colonies to each issue (Resource Pages 4–9). The whole group can do this, 
or a member of the group can be asked to summarise one colony’s position to the whole group.  
Do this for each colony. 

Note that each colony has certain things that are essential for it to accept the Constitution. These  
are marked on the pages that set out the colonies’ desires. On some other issues they are flexible.

4 Using Resource Pages 4–9, decide what option each colony wants on each issue. This can be 
done by the group member responsible for each colony or it can be done by the group as a whole. 
You may have preferred options, acceptable options and unacceptable options.

Record the preferred option for each issue on the colony’s page. You can then transfer these 
decisions for each colony on to Resource Page 3. This will let you see at a glance how popular 
each option is with the colonies.

5 Now, as a group, work out what option your group will choose for each issue. 

Record the choice for each issue on Resource Page 3. 

Note: You always need to choose an option that will be acceptable to at least 5 of the 6 colonies,  
and you always need to make sure that where a colony has identified an issue as ESSENTIAL,  
you choose an option that they will accept. In making your choice you need to take into account  
what the colonies want. You may not be able to give every colony what it wants on every issue,  
but you have to do your best.

6 When you have completed your choices look at the score card on Resource Page 10. This shows 
what rating each colony gives each option on each issue. Mark the options your group chose in 
Column 1. 

Add up the score for each colony (vertical columns) and the overall score for each issue (horizontal 
column).

Note: Each colony needs to get a certain ‘satisfaction’ score, as well as achieving its essential 
requirements, if it is to accept the Constitution. There also needs to be a basic agreement on all  
the 10 issues. If you do not achieve this overall ‘satisfaction score’ on each issue, the Constitution  
will fail.

You must score at least 16 out of 20 in each vertical column, and at least 10 out of 12 in each 
horizontal column.

7 If you find that you have not met the basic satisfaction rating for every colony and agreement score 
on any one issue, you will need to change your options so that you do achieve these scores.

8 When you achieve these scores you will achieve Federation. If you do not achieve them you will not 
be able to bring all the colonies together to create the new nation, Australia. Your teacher will then  
tell you what really happened with each of the 10 issues. 
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Resource page 3
creaTing a consTiTuTion for ausTralia

Issues Options and your choice Colonies’ preferences

NSW QLD SA TAS VIC WA

1 There will be areas where 
the new Commonwealth 
should have the power to 
make laws for all Australia, 
and areas where it is best if 
the states make laws that 
suit their own situation.

We also realise that new 
problems might arise that 
we have not thought about 
and laws will need to be 
made in relation to these 
matters. Who will be best  
to make them?

A We give the new Commonwealth specific 
powers that affect the nation and leave 
everything else to the states.

B We choose some specific powers that the 
states should have and everything else can be 
done by the Commonwealth.

2 Will there be two Houses  
in the new parliament or 
just one?

A One House is all that is necessary as it 
expresses the will of the people. Also, the cost 
of running two Houses is an added financial 
burden.

B Two Houses are needed, so that one can check 
that the other is making appropriate laws.

3 What system will we have 
to represent people in the 
new parliament?

A Divide the country into areas of equal 
population, and then every area elects one 
person. That way everybody has an equal say, 
regardless of new state boundaries.

B This is a national system, so we give every 
state an equal say. This means every state has 
the same number of MPs in the new parliament.

C By a mixture of the above. We divide the 
country into equal electorates for the House 
of Representatives (where governments 
are formed) and we have equal numbers of 
senators from each state in the Senate.

4 Where will you place the 
National Capital?

A In the oldest city, Sydney.

B Create a new city, but at least 160 kilometres 
away from Sydney or Melbourne.

C Melbourne.

5 Adult males (other than 
Indigenous men) have the 
vote at the moment in all 
colonies; adult women  
only have the right to vote 
in South Australia and 
Western Australia. This is 
for colonial elections. Who 
will have a vote in future 
Commonwealth elections?

A Adult male citizens only, as is the case in most 
colonies now.

B All adult males and all adult females from each 
colony to vote in Commonwealth elections, 
even if they do not have the vote in their own 
colonial elections at the moment.

C All adult males and those females who already 
have the vote in their state can vote in the 
first Commonwealth election, and let the new 
parliament decide which females, if any, will 
have the vote in later Commonwealth elections.
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creaTing a consTiTuTion for ausTralia

Issues Options and your choice Colonies’ preferences

NSW QLD SA TAS VIC WA

6 Will Indigenous Australians 
be able to vote in 
Commonwealth elections?

A Yes, it is only fair that all Australians have 
equal rights.

B No, Indigenous people are not full citizens.

C Let the new Commonwealth Parliament decide 
some time in the future.

7 Who will control the water 
in the Murray-Darling 
Basin, which is the main 
inland water system for 
colonies (Queensland,  
New South Wales, Victoria 
and South Australia)?

A Each state controls its own area and makes its 
own decisions on who can use the water and 
how much they can use.

B The new Commonwealth Parliament can 
create laws that apply equally to all the states 
and territories that are in the Murray-Darling 
Basin.

C Let each state make its own decisions, but 
have a special body that makes sure these 
decisions are fair to all.

8 Western Australia may not 
join unless it is linked by 
rail to South Australia, and 
therefore to the rest of the 
mainland capitals. It will be 
very expensive to build an 
east-west railway link. Will 
the Commonwealth build 
a railway linking Perth with 
Adelaide?

A Yes, it is important to link the nation.

B No, only South Australia and Western Australia 
will benefit from it.

C Yes, but only if the Commonwealth, Western 
Australia and South Australia pay one third of 
the cost each.

9 Do we mention God in the 
Constitution?

A Yes, we are a Christian nation.

B Yes, we are a Christian nation, but also a 
multicultural and multi-faith one, and God 
applies to all religions.

C No, most people do not go to church regularly 
and there is no need to mention God.

10 Will we give the 
Commonwealth Parliament 
power to make laws to 
protect native animals and 
plants, and the land and 
water?

A  Yes, the environment has a national relevance.

B No, the states can make their own laws as 
needed in their own circumstances.

7
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Resource page 4

new south Wales’ position on the 10 issues

Here is New South Wales’ position on the 10 issues. Some are marked as essential.  
If it does not achieve these it may not be part of the new Commonwealth.

Issues Our Position Our 
Preferred 

Option

1 We are proud of New South Wales. We have had self-government since 1855 
and do not want to give up power over our own matters. We are the best 
qualified to deal with local matters and new matters, not some new central 
government.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

2 We need two Houses. The Senate will be the states’ House, where each 
state can protect its own interests. But we also recognise that for the new 
Constitution to work there has to be one House which is the main one. That 
should be the House of Representatives.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

3 It would be ridiculous if the small states could out-vote us - we represent a 
large part of the total population of Australia. 

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

C

4 It obviously must be Sydney – and definitely not Melbourne. A

B

C

5 We have not given women the vote in New South Wales, so they should not 
have it nationally. But we can see that it probably will happen.

A

B

C

6 We have no commitment to an Indigenous vote – we do not think they should 
have it. It’s not really important to us.

A

B

C

7 The Murray River is important for New South Wales and we must have a say in 
how the waters are used.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

C

8 We have no strong opinion, but support it generally. A

B

C

9 Yes, we are a Christian nation and this is important. A

B

C

10 No, this is our responsibility. We can deal with our own problems better than 
some remote parliament that does not know what is happening in our area.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

creaTing a consTiTuTion for ausTralia
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Resource page 5

Queensland’s position on the 10 issues

Here is Queensland’s position on the 10 issues. Some are marked as essential.  
If it does not achieve these it may not be part of the new Commonwealth.

Issues Our Position Our 
Preferred 

Option

1 We are proud of Queensland. We have had self-government since 1859 and do 
not want to give up power over our own matters. We are the best qualified to 
deal with local matters and new matters, not some new central government.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

2 We need two Houses. The Senate will be the states’ House. We want to be 
able to protect our state’s interests against those of the big two – New South 
Wales and Victoria. But we also recognise that for the new Constitution to work 
there has to be one House which is the main one. That should be the House of 
Representatives.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

3 Election must be of equal numbers in the Senate, otherwise the big states can 
out-vote the others. So there should be equal numbers for each state.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

C

4 Brisbane would be good, but definitely not Sydney or Melbourne. A

B

C

5 We have not given women the vote in Queensland, so they should not have it 
nationally. No way!

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

C

6 We are strongly opposed to it. There are large numbers of Indigenous people in 
our state and they would influence the elections.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

C

7 The Darling River drains into the Murray River, and it is important for 
Queensland. We want to have control of our water.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

C

8 It will not benefit us much, but we will support it to bring Western Australia in. A

B

C

9 Yes, we are a Christian nation. A

B

C

10 No, this is our responsibility. We can deal with our own problems better than 
some remote parliament that does not know what is happening in our area.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

creaTing a consTiTuTion for ausTralia
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Resource page 6

south australia’s position on the 10 issues

Here is South Australia’s position on the 10 issues. Some are marked as essential.  
If it does not achieve these it may not be part of the new Commonwealth.

Issue Our Position Our 
Preferred 

Option

1 We are proud of South Australia. We have had self-government since 1857 and 
do not want to give up power over our own matters. We are the best qualified 
to deal with local matters and new matters, not some new central government. 

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

2 We need two Houses. The Senate will be the states’ House. We want to be 
able to protect our state’s interests against those of the big two – New South 
Wales and Victoria. But we also recognise that for the new Constitution to work 
there has to be one House which is the main one. That should be the House of 
Representatives.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

3 Election must be of equal numbers in the Senate, otherwise the big states can 
out-vote the others. So there should be equal numbers for each state. 

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

C

4 Adelaide would be good, but definitely not Sydney or Melbourne. A

B

C

5 We were the first state to give women the vote and we will not see it taken 
away. That is not fair or just.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

C

6 We have no commitment to an Indigenous vote – we do not think they should 
have it.

A

B

C

7 This is really important to us. It is a vital issue. We do not want NSW and 
Victoria taking all the water before it reaches us. We rely on this water for 
drinking, irrigation and the river trade.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

C

8 It will benefit us a bit, and we will support it to bring Western Australia in. A

B

C

9 Yes, we are a Christian nation. A

B

C

10 No, this is our responsibility. We can deal with our own problems better than 
some remote parliament that does not know what is happening in our area.

A

B

creaTing a consTiTuTion for ausTralia
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Resource page 7

tasmania’s position on the 10 issues

Here is Tasmania’s position on the 10 issues. Some are marked as essential.  
If it does not achieve these it may not be part of the new Commonwealth.

Issue Our Position Our 
Preferred 

Option

1 We are proud of Tasmania. We have had self-government since 1856 and do 
not want to give up power over our own matters. We are the best qualified to 
deal with local matters and new matters, not some new central government.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

2 We need two Houses. The Senate will be the states’ House. We want to be  
able to protect our state’s interests against those of the big two – New South 
Wales and Victoria. But we also recognise that for the new Constitution to work 
there has to be one House which is the main one. That should be the House  
of Representatives.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

3 Election must be of equal numbers in the Senate, otherwise the big states can 
out-vote the others. So there should be equal numbers for each state. This is 
really important to us.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

C

4 Hobart would be good, but definitely not Sydney or Melbourne. A

B

C

5 We have not given women the vote in Tasmania, so they should not have it 
nationally. But we can see that it probably will happen.

A

B

C

6 We have no commitment to an Indigenous vote – we do not think they should 
have it.

A

B

C

7 We have no opinion on this. A

B

C

8 We have no opinion on this. A

B

C

9 Yes, we are a Christian nation. A

B

C

10 No, this is our responsibility. We can deal with our own problems better than 
some remote parliament that does not know what is happening in our area. 
This is really important to us.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

creaTing a consTiTuTion for ausTralia



12

Resource page 8

victoria’s position on the 10 issues

Here is Victoria’s position on the 10 issues. Some are marked as essential.  
If it does not achieve these it may not be part of the new Commonwealth.

Issue Our Position Our 
Preferred 

Option

1 We are proud of Victoria. We have had self-government since 1857 and do not 
want to give up power over our own matters. We are the best qualified to deal 
with local matters and new matters, not some new central government.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

2 We need two Houses. The Senate will be the states’ House, where each 
state can protect its own interests. But we also recognise that for the new 
Constitution to work there has to be one House which is the main one. That 
should be the House of Representatives.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

3 It would be ridiculous if the small states could out-vote us - we represent a 
large part of the total population of Australia.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

C

4 Melbourne, of course. It should be Melbourne. But definitely not Sydney. A

B

C

5 We have tried to give women the vote and support it nationally.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

C

6 We have no commitment to an Indigenous vote – we do not think they should 
have it.

A

B

C

7 The Murray is important for Victoria and we must have a say in how the waters 
are used. In fact, this is essential.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

C

8 It will not benefit us much, but we will support it to bring Western Australia in. A

B

C

9 Yes, we are a Christian nation. A

B

C

10 No, this is our responsibility. We can deal with our own problems better than 
some remote parliament that does not know what is happening in our area.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

creaTing a consTiTuTion for ausTralia
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Resource page 9

Western australia’s position on the 10 issues

Here is Western Australia’s position on the 10 issues. Some are marked as essential.  
If it does not achieve these it may not be part of the new Commonwealth.

Issue Our Position Our 
Preferred 

Option

1 We are proud of Western Australia. We have only had self-government since 
1890 and do not want to give up power over our own matters. We are the best 
qualified to deal with local matters, not some new central government. This is 
really important to us.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

2 We need two Houses. The Senate will be the states’ House. We want to be 
able to protect our state’s interests against those of the big two – New South 
Wales and Victoria. But we also recognise that for the new Constitution to work 
there has to be one House which is the main one. That should be the House of 
Representatives.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

3 Election must be of equal numbers in the Senate, otherwise the big states can 
out-vote the others. So there should be equal numbers for each state.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

C

4 We realise it cannot be Perth. Definitely not Sydney or Melbourne. A

B

C

5 We have given women the vote and will not see it taken away. This is essential.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

C

6 We are strongly opposed to it. There are large numbers of Indigenous people in 
our state and they would influence the elections.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

C

7 We have no policy on this matter. A

B

C

8 This is an essential issue - we must be connected to the rest of Australia by 
rail. We cannot afford to pay and the east will benefit by the opening up of new 
markets in WA to sell its products. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE  
NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

C

9 Yes, we are a Christian nation. A

B

C

10 No, this is our responsibility. We can deal with our own problems better than 
some remote parliament that does not know what is happening in our area.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS IS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A

B

creaTing a consTiTuTion for ausTralia
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Resource page 10

Here are the colonies’ attitudes to each option.

1 In column 1, circle the option you chose.

2  Then add up each colony’s total score (the vertical column for each colony) and the 
total score for that part of the constitution (the horizontal column for each issue).

To succeed, each colony’s total must add up to 16 or more, and each issue must have scored 10 or more.
Did you create a workable Constitution that was acceptable to the colonies?

1  
Issue

2  
NSW

3  
QLD

4  
SA

5  
TAS

6  
VIC

7  
WA

8  
TOTAL

1A 2 2 2 2 2 2

1B 1 1 1 1 1 1

2A 1 1 1 1 1 1

2B 2 2 2 2 2 2

3A 1 1 1 1 1 1

3B 0 0 0 0 0 0

3C 2 2 2 2 2 2

4A 2 0 0 0 0 0

4B 1 2 2 2 1 2

4C 0 0 0 0 2 0

5A 2 2 1 2 2 1

5B 1 1 2 1 1 2

5C 2 2 2 2 2 2

6A 0 0 0 0 0 0

6B 2 2 2 2 2 2

6C 1 1 1 1 1 1

7A 1 1 1 1 1 1

7B 0 0 0 1 0 1

7C 2 2 2 1 2 1

8A 1 1 2 1 1 2

8B 0 0 0 0 0 0

8C 2 2 1 2 2 1

9A 2 2 2 2 2 2

9B 1 1 1 1 1 1

9C 0 0 0 0 0 0

10A 0 0 0 0 0 0

10B 2 2 2 2 2 2

TOTAL

creaTing a consTiTuTion for ausTralia
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can you influence
your society?
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1Resource page 

can you influence your socieTy?

We are all citizens of our society.

Most of us share a basic set of values such as the importance of honesty, the right to have  
a ‘fair go’, the need to obey laws, a democratic system of government, and the right to live in  
a free society.

However, there are some values on which we disagree, and some policies and laws that we think may 
not be appropriate.

We all have the right to try to bring about change to these laws and policies through peaceful means.

Trying to achieve change in our society is one aspect of active citizenship.

We talk about active citizenship — but what can an active citizen do? Here are some possibilities.

1 In a small group, look at three or four of each of the possible ways of responding as a citizen to 
an issue on Resource page 2. Your teacher will make sure that between all groups you cover all 
the actions listed. 

2 Report on the main strengths and weaknesses of each possible action in bringing about change. 
In your report you should consider how different circumstances can influence the strengths and 
weaknesses of possible actions. For example, a petition signed by three people might have less 
influence than one signed by three million people! Or there might be circumstances in which a 
petition was more effective than a protest.

You may also want to add some more possible actions to this list. 

3 After you have completed the list, decide as a class which ones (say the top three or four) are 
likely to be
•	 the most effective
•	 the least effective.
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Resource page 2
can you influence your socieTy?

Actions Strengths Weaknesses

Vote in an election

Join a political party

Write letters to newspapers

Petition parliament

Do something to get media 
attention to the issue

Protest publicly

See your local MP

Write to your local MP

Write to the minister

Write to the PM

Stand for parliament

Boycott 

Strike

Speak to others

Lobby

Join a pressure group

Do nothing

Hand out leaflets
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Resource page 3

Here are some situations that you might want to change.

 4 Decide on the scale of each — local, regional, national or global.

 5 Then write in what you think would be the best approach for a citizen to take in each situation.

 6 Then indicate realistically what you are most likely to do in such a situation.

can you influence your socieTy?

Situation Scale Best approach Realistic?

You have noisy neighbours whose dogs bark all night and 
disturb your sleep. 

You oppose a local development that will create traffic 
congestion.

Public transport needs improvement in your area.

You oppose Australian involvement in a war.

You support Australian involvement in a war.

Hospital waiting lists are too long.

You want the government to influence climate change by 
reducing Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions.

You have a problem with a public servant who will not 
reply to you on an immigration matter.

You believe there should be a change to a law about 
abortion.

You think Parliament should change the voting age to 16.

You think Australia should be a republic.

You think Australia should maintain its current flag.

 7 Discuss your results — what determines if you will be an active citizen or not?

 8 These examples are only about protest or responding to situations — are there other ways that you 
can be a good and active citizen in your community?

 9 What is happening in your community? You may want to research an issue further. Choose an issue 
that interests or affects you – it might be global warming, the development of a pulp mill that you 
support or oppose or a campaign for better sporting facilities. Investigate how different people are 
responding to it, and why. Decide which approach is likely to be most successful and why.

 10 What is your definition or idea of active citizenship?

During your excursion to Canberra you will see a protest — the Aboriginal Tent Embassy outside 
Old Parliament House. This protest started on Australia Day 1972. You should take a few minutes 
during your excursion to think about this protest. What is it trying to achieve and how effective is it?

Research the Aboriginal Tent Embassy further. Some useful references are:
www.aph.gov.au/library/pubs/chron/1999-2000/2000chr03.htm
www.aboriginaltentembassy.net/
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aboriginal_Tent_Embassy
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my excursion to canberra
the national capital
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my excursion to canberra
the national capital
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inTroducTion

During your excursion you can take this booklet to record the main things you see,  
what they mean and what you learn from them. The booklet has space to record your  
impressions from:

•	 the Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House 
Note that you can’t take this booklet or pens into the Museum of Australian Democracy at 
Old Parliament House because it is a heritage building. Record your impressions after the visit.

•	 the Australian War Memorial 

•	 Parliament House 

•	 the National Electoral Education Centre and

•	 other places.

We have included some special things you will see on the pages and have left room for you to add your 
own photographs or sketches on other pages if you want to.

The things that you see will be interesting, but they also have special meanings. They will tell you 
something about these three main ideas:

As you visit the different institutions and sites in Canberra, you should consider how each place  
helps you:

•	 understand about government and law;

•	 think about being a good citizen; and

•	 learn about the history of your nation.

The last page of the souvenir booklet will remind you about some of the things that you might need  
to do back in class after your excursion.

Enjoy your visit!

Canberra is the home of the 
Commonwealth Parliament, 
where our representatives 
make laws for the nation.

Canberra can help me  
learn about the history of 
my nation and how it has 

changed over time.

Canberra can help me 
understand that being a good 
citizen involves doing the right 

thing, and helping others.



Name

Electorate

Dates

Class
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museum of ausTralian democracy 
aT old parliamenT house

What were the three most significant things you saw at the Museum of Australian Democracy  
at Old Parliament House? Visit www.moad.gov.au for images and ideas.

This is . . . It tells me about . . .  
(use one or more symbols)

Things I learnt from it  
are . . .  

(Place your own sketch or 
photograph in these spaces.)
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What does the Museum of australian democracy tell you about the 
development of these aspects of australian democracy over time?

Federation: Look at the story of Federation in the exhibition Australian Democracy: More than 
2000 years in the making. Look in Old Parliament House for symbols of Federation.

Constitution: Look in the exhibition and building for symbols that show Australia’s constitutional 
connection to Britain.

Powers of the Commonwealth: Pick three big issues that have been debated in the Old Parliament 
House. At school, check which section of the Constitution gave the Commonwealth Parliament the 
power to make laws in those areas.

 1

 2

 3

Protest and change: Find out about protest and change in the exhibition Living Democracy: The power 
of the people.  What tools have people used to be heard?
Look at the Aboriginal Tent Embassy protest outside Old Parliament House.

•	 What is your impression of the protest?
•	 Why do you think it exists?
•	 List arguments for and against the protest.  List as many as you can from different perspectives.  

Arguments or reasons for the protest Arguments or reasons against the protest

When you are back at school, research the Aboriginal Tent Embassy further. You will find some useful 
references on Resource Page 3 of the unit Can you influence your society?

museum of ausTralian democracy 
aT old parliamenT house
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ausTralian war memorial

Some significant things at the Australian War Memorial that you may see during your visit are:

This is . . . Things I learnt from it are . . .  

At the Australian War Memorial find out:
•	 which conflicts the Australian colonies were involved in before Federation;
•	 which conflict the Australian colonies were involved in at the time of Federation;
•	 the name of the first Australian military force; and 
•	 why the Commonwealth became responsible for defence at Federation.
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ausTralian war memorial

Some other special things at the Australian War Memorial are:

This is . . . Things I learnt from it are . . .  

(Place your own sketch or 
photograph of some other  
special parts of the Australian 
War Memorial in these spaces.)
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parliamenT house

Some special things at Parliament House that you may see during your visit are:

This is . . . Things I learnt from it are . . .  

Look also for symbols of:
•	 the states
•	 the British connection
•	 developing Australian independence.

Au
sp
ic

Au
sp
ic
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parliamenT house

Some other special things at Parliament House for you to locate are:

This is . . . Things I learnt from it are . . .  

(Place your own sketch or 
photograph of some other special 
parts of Parliament House in 
these spaces.)
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Some special things at the National Electoral Education Centre that you may see during your visit are:

This is . . . Things I learnt from it  are . . .  

naTional elecToral educaTion cenTre
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Some other special things at the National Electoral Education Centre are:

This is . . . Things I learnt from it are . . .  

(Place your own sketch or 
photograph of some other  
special parts of the National 
Electoral Education Centre in 
these spaces.)

naTional elecToral educaTion cenTre
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canberra places

Some special places or things in Canberra are:

This is . . . Things I learnt from it are . . .  

(Place your own sketch or 
photograph of some other  
special parts of other Canberra 
places in these spaces.)



31

canberra places

how the national Capital tells the story of development of  
australian democracy and nationhood over time

If you have used the electronic activity Taking a walk through history you can use this page 
to match places in the National Capital with the developments in democracy that you learned  
about in that activity.

Element of the story How and where it is shown in the National Capital

Aboriginal people occupied all 
Australia and had political, economic, 
social and cultural systems that had 
developed over thousands of years.

The British claimed legal ownership  
of Australia.

The British introduced a new 
political, economic, social and 
cultural system that had developed 
over thousands of years.

This system developed increasingly 
democratic political features. 

The colonies developed towards 
nationhood at Federation.

The people increasingly won  
human rights. 

The nation increasingly developed 
national traditions, particularly 
through the development of the 
Anzac spirit. 

The nation increasingly became 
independent.

The nation increasingly acknowledged 
Indigenous people’s rights.

The nation increasingly became 
involved in global developments.
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after your excursion to Canberra . . . 

•	 Make sure you complete your excursion booklet. You might have some more photos 
or sketches that you want to add to it.

•	 Your teacher might want you to do a report on your excursion. You have plenty of resources 
to use to help you!

•	 Finally, take the test again, and see how much your knowledge and understanding of civics 
and citizenship has changed. We bet it’s a lot!!


