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Who has power
in your life?
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1
WHo has power in your life?
Resource page

Do you know that laws affect many aspects of our lives?
These laws may be made by the Commonwealth Parliament, your state or territory
parliament, or by your local government body. Sometimes they are called Acts, sometimes
they are called Regulations, sometimes they are called By-laws — but they are all laws that
are designed to protect the individual, and to help society function effectively.
Laws that affect you are made at three levels:
• by the Commonwealth Parliament
• by your state or territory parliament
• by a local government body.
Let’s see if you can recognise which level of government makes which laws.
Here are 20 different areas where a body makes laws that affect you. Decide if they are national,
i.e. made by the Commonwealth Parliament; regional, made a state/territory parliament; or local,
made by a local government. You can check the answers with your teacher.
Area where laws are made
that might affect you
Taxation
Immigration
Police
Rubbish collection
Defence
Swimming pools
Trade
Baby health centres
Hospitals
National parks
Street lighting
Trains
Fishing
Daylight saving
Sporting ovals
Electricity supply
Schools
Food packaging
Courts
Environment
Street parking
Social security
4

Commonwealth

State/Territory

Local
Government

2
WHo has power in your life?
Resource page

Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act
Chapter I. The Parliament
Part V - Powers of the Parliament
51.The Parliament shall, subject to this
Constitution, have power to make laws for the
peace, order, and good government of the
Commonwealth with respect to: —
(i.) Trade and commerce with other countries, and
among the States.
(ii.) Taxation; but so as not to discriminate between
States or parts of States.
(iii.) Bounties on the production or export of
goods, but so that such bounties shall be uniform
throughout the Commonwealth.
(iv.) Borrowing money on the public credit of the
Commonwealth.
(v.) Postal, telegraphic, telephonic, and other like
services.
(vi.) The naval and military defence of the
Commonwealth and of the several States, and the
control of the forces to execute and maintain the
laws of the Commonwealth.
(vii.) Lighthouses, lightships, beacons and buoys.
(viii.) Astronomical and meteorological
observations.
(ix.) Quarantine.
(x.) Fisheries in Australian waters beyond territorial
limits.
(xi.) Census and statistics.
(xii.) Currency, coinage, and legal tender.
(xiii.) Banking, other than State banking; also State
banking extending beyond the limits of the State
concerned, the incorporation of banks, and the
issue of paper money.
(xiv.) Insurance, other than State insurance; also
State insurance extending beyond the limits of the
State concerned.
(xv.) Weights and measures.
(xvi.) Bills of exchanging and promissory notes.
(xvii.) Bankruptcy and insolvency.
(xviii.) Copyrights, patents of inventions and
designs, and trade marks.
(xix.) Naturalisation and aliens.
(xx.) Foreign corporations, and trading or financial
corporations formed within the limits of the
Commonwealth.
(xxi.) Marriage.
(xxii.) Divorce and matrimonial causes; and in
relation thereto, parental rights, and the custody
and guardianship of infants.
(xxiii.) Invalid and old-age pensions.
(xxiiiA.) The provision of maternity allowances,
widows’ pensions, child endowment,
unemployment, pharmaceutical, sickness and
hospital benefits, medical and dental services

(but not so as to authorise any form of civil
conscription), benefits to students and family
allowances.
(xxiv.) The service and execution throughout the
Commonwealth of the civil and criminal process
and the judgments of the courts of the States.
(xxv.) The recognition throughout the
Commonwealth of the laws, the public Acts and
records, and the judicial proceedings of the States.
(xxvi.) The people of any race, for whom it is
deemed necessary to make special laws:
(xxvii.) Immigration and emigration.
(xxviii.) The influx of criminals.
(xxix.) External Affairs.
(xxx.) The relations of the Commonwealth with the
islands of the Pacific.
(xxxi.) The acquisition of property on just terms
from any State or person for any purpose in
respect of which the Parliament has power to make
laws.
(xxxii.) The control of railways with respect to
transport for the naval and military purposes of the
Commonwealth.
(xxxiii.) The acquisition, with the consent of a State,
of any railways of the State on terms arranged
between the Commonwealth and the State.
(xxxiv.) Railway construction and extension in any
State with the consent of that State.
(xxxv.) Conciliation and arbitration for the
prevention and settlement of industrial disputes
extending beyond the limits of any one State.
(xxxvi.) Matters in respect of which this
Constitution makes provision until the Parliament
otherwise provides.
(xxxvii.) Matters referred to the Parliament of the
Commonwealth by the Parliament or Parliaments
of any State or States, but so that the law shall
extend only to States by whose Parliaments the
matter is referred, or which afterwards adopt
the law.
(xxxviii.) The exercise within the Commonwealth,
at the request or with the concurrence of the
Parliaments of all the States directly concerned, of
any power which can at the establishment of this
Constitution be exercised only by the Parliament of
the United Kingdom or by the Federal Council
of Australasia.
(xxxix.) Matters incidental to the execution of any
power vested by this Constitution in the Parliament
or in either House thereof, or in the Government of
the Commonwealth, or in the Federal Judicature, or
in any department or officer of the Commonwealth.
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3
A visit to my member of parliament
Resource page

A lot of these rules and laws may not seem to really be part of your life.
So try this. Select four areas of Commonwealth responsibility from the previous page.

Your task is to create a short story in which you come into contact with these four areas of law.
Below is one example to help you. Add your four new activities to this story.
An alternative is to note four Commonwealth government offices that you see on your Canberra
excursion, and use them as the four areas around which you create the ‘day in your life’.

6

Auspic

Auspic

What does your
local mp do?
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1
What does your local mp do?
Resource page

Did you know that you have between 4 and 56 members of state/territory
and Commonwealth parliaments representing you?
1 Work out how many you have by circling the appropriate figures in this table,
and adding up your total:

Level

Number of
members of parliament
representing you

Where you live

Upper House
FEDERAL
STATE

Lower House

NSW QLD SA TAS VIC WA

12 (of 76)

1 (of 150)

ACT NT

2 (of 76)

1 (of 150)

ACT

No Upper House

5 or 7 (of 17),
depending on which
electorate you are in

NSW

42 represent the
whole state

1 (of 93)

NT

No Upper House

1 (of 25)

QLD

No Upper House

1 (of 89)

SA

1 (of 22)

1 (of 47)

TAS

1 (of 15)

5 (of 25)

VIC

5 (of 40)

1 (of 88)

WA

5 or 7 (of 34)
depending on which
region you live in

1 (of 57)

TOTAL

+
=

To find out more go to the Electoral Council of Australia website at
www.eca.gov.au/systems/index.htm
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What does your local mp do?
Resource page

What do these members of parliament do?
Here’s a way to work it out.
Imagine that you have found a page from a member of parliament’s diary.
Here is the information in that diary. Use it to work out the answers to the next two questions.
1 Is each a parliamentary (P), a political party (pp) or an electoral (E) duty?
(Write the appropriate letter beside each event).
2 Tick the box that describes
this person. Write the
number/s of the diary
events that help you know
this. Write these beside the
answer you have chosen.

member of a state, territory or Commonwealth parliament
member of an Upper House or a Lower House
member of the government or opposition
minister, shadow minister or backbencher
member of a major party or an independent?

1

Address the annual general meeting of the local hospital board.

2

Ask a question of the Minister for Immigration during Question Time.

3

Attend the local community festival.

4

Be at the electorate office to help constituents.

5

Go to a fundraiser for the local branch of my political party.

6

Make a short speech at a local citizenship ceremony.

7

Make a speech supporting a Bill that has been introduced into the lower House
by the Minister for Defence.

8

Open a new library at the local secondary school.

9

Present a petition from local constituents asking for improvement in country
bus services.

10

Attend a session of the parliamentary committee investigating possible changes
to Australian citizenship laws.

11 Talk to a local school group during their tour of Parliament House.
12

Take part in a meeting of all party members to plan what Bills will be introduced
into parliament this session.

13 Talk to a local lobby group seeking support to build a new bridge in the locality.
14          Visit the local primary school and talk to students.

3 What do you think would be the main attractions, and the main disadvantages, of being
a member of parliament?
4

Why do you think people do it?

You might be able to test your ideas by speaking to your local member of the House of
Representatives at Parliament House during your visit to Canberra.
9

3
What does your local mp do?
Resource page

During your excursion to Canberra you may learn about aspects of life in the Commonwealth
Parliament in 1927 (at the Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House) and today
at Parliament House.
Here are some questions about being a member of the House of Representatives (MHR) in 1927
and now. Complete this table for them. You will know some answers already and you will find out
some during your excursion, but you will have to research some of these aspects as well.
Questions
1 How would an MHR from Western
Australia travel to Canberra?
2 How many female members are there
in the House of Representatives?
3 How many male members are there
in the House of Representatives?

4 What is the name of the Speaker?

5 For how long a period (in years) is
the MHR elected at each election?
6 What is the main colour of the
chamber in which the MHR sits?
7 What Coats of Arms are in the
House of Representatives?
8 What is the name of the
Prime Minister?
9 What party does the Prime Minister
belong to?
10 What is the name of the
Governor-General?

11 What does the Speaker wear?

12 What is shown on the coat of arms
at the entrance to the building?

10

1927

Today

my excursion to canberra

the national capital
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introduction
During your excursion you can take this booklet to record the main things you see,
what they mean and what you learn from them. The booklet has space to record
your impressions from:
• the Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House
Note that you can’t take this booklet or pens into the Museum of Australian Democracy at
Old Parliament House because it is a heritage building. Record your impressions after the visit.
• the Australian War Memorial
• Parliament House
• the National Electoral Education Centre and
• other places.
We have included some special things you will see on the pages and have left room for you to
add your own photographs or sketches on other pages if you want to.
The things that you see will be interesting, but they also have special meanings. They will tell you
something about these three main ideas, represented by the symbols:

Canberra is the home of the
Commonwealth Parliament,
where our representatives
make laws for the nation.

Canberra can help me
understand that being a good
citizen involves doing the
right thing, and helping others.

Canberra can help me learn
about the history of my nation
and how it has changed
over time.

Here are some symbols that you can photocopy and then cut out and paste beside the special
places you come across in the National Capital.

The last page of the souvenir booklet will remind you about some of the things that you might
need to do back in class after your excursion.
Enjoy your visit!
12
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Electorate

Dates
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australian war memorial
Some special things at the Australian War Memorial that you may see
during your visit are:
This is . . .

Things I learnt from it are . . .
It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)
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australian war memorial
Some other special things at the Australian War Memorial are:
This is . . .
(Place your own sketch or
photograph of some other
special parts of the Australian
War Memorial in these spaces.)

Things I learnt from it are . . .
It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)
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parliament house
Some special things at Parliament House that you may see during your visit are:
This is . . .

Things I learnt from it are . . .

Auspic

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)

Auspic

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)
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parliament house
Some other special things at Parliament House are:
This is . . .
(Place your own sketch or
photograph of some other
special parts of Parliament
House in these spaces.)

Things I learnt from it are . . .
It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)
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NATIONAL electoral education centre
Some special things at the National Electoral Education Centre that you may see
during your visit are:
This is . . .

Things I learnt from it are . . .
It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)
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NATIONAL electoral education centre
Some other special things at the National Electoral Education Centre are:
This is . . .
(Place your own sketch or
photograph of some other
special parts of the National
Electoral Education Centre in
these spaces.)

Things I learnt from it are . . .
It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)
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Museum of Australian Democracy
at old parliament house
What were the three most significant things you saw at the Museum of Australian Democracy
at Old Parliament House?
This is . . .
(Place your own sketch or
photograph of some other
special parts of the Museum
of Australian Democracy at
Old Parliament House in
these spaces.)

Things I learnt from it are . . .
It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)
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other canberra places
Some other special places or things in Canberra are:
This is . . .
(Place your own sketch or
photograph of some other
special parts of other Canberra
places in these spaces.)

Things I learnt from it are . . .
It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)
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other canberra places
Some special places or things in Canberra are:
This is . . .
(Place your own sketch or
photograph of some other
special parts of other Canberra
places in these spaces.)

Things I learnt from it are . . .
It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)

It tells me about . . .
(use one or more symbols)
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commonwealth powers spotto
Here are the 33 main areas where the Commonwealth Parliament has power to
make laws. List one person, place or object for each one that you see during
your excursion to Canberra. You might want to do this as a group activity.

Trade

Taxation

Bounties

Loans

Communications

Defence

Lighthouses

Meteorology

Quarantine

Fisheries

Census

Currency

Banking

Insurance

Weights & measures

Bills of exchange

Bankruptcy

Copyright

Naturalisation

Foreign companies

Marriage

Divorce

Pensions

Court orders

Enforcing state laws

Race

Migration

Overseas criminals

Foreign policy

Pacific

Property

Railways

Industrial disputes
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After your excursion to Canberra . . .
• Make sure you complete your tour booklet. You might have some more photos
or sketches that you want to add to it.
• Complete the activities about your member of the House of Representatives that you
found out from your visit.
• Your teacher might want you to do a report on your excursion. You have plenty of resources
to use to help you!
• Make sure you have a good look around your own local community and work out what it is
telling you about itself.
• Finally, take the test again, and see how much your knowledge and understanding of civics
and citizenship has changed. We bet it’s a lot!!
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