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Module 6: World of Values – Future Makers

Module description

Module 6 is an optional module within the PLP. It 
is primarily designed for teachers of students at 
middle secondary levels who are engaging with the 
recommended digital resources, student activities and 
teacher advice in World of Values. The module introduces 
participants to a number of these resources. It allows 
participants to explore the local, national and global 
dimensions of beliefs, values, identity and relationships.

Future Makers has five sections that provide 
opportunities for Getting started, Tuning in, Discovering, 
Bringing it together and Going further. 

Explicit values focus

Future Makers explores how intercultural understanding 
can be developed within the context of the nine 
Values for Australian Schooling, including Care and 
Compassion, Fair Go, Freedom, Respect, Responsibility, 
Understanding, Tolerance and Inclusion.

Curriculum focus

The module is relevant to the following learning areas, 
as defined in the Melbourne Declaration on Educational 
Goals for Young Australians (MCEETYA 2008):

•	 	English

•	 	Humanities and Social Sciences (including History and 
Civics and Citizenship).

Key understandings

Participants will develop understandings of:

•	 	the range of learning materials and resources 
assembled to support the development of intercultural 
understanding within a study of Future Makers

•	 	the importance of developing empathy when teaching 
and learning about intercultural understanding within 
values education

•	 	how an exploration of the past and present can allow 
us to identify the characteristics of future makers

•	 	the environmental, scientific, political, cultural and 
social dimensions of future thinking and their impact 
in local, national and global contexts.

Essential items

•	 	Module 1: Teaching for intercultural understanding.

•  The National Framework and the World of Values 
resources. Future Makers (including digital resources, 
student activities, teacher guide) is one of five themes 
in World of Values. Go to the Values Education 
website www.valueseducation.edu.au. Follow  
the instructions and enter the access key where 
indicated. It is the same as for previous Values for 
Australian Schooling resources and has been published 
in the print versions of those materials and distributed 
to all school principals. If you require access 
assistance, please contact Curriculum Corporation  
(03 9207 9600).  

•	 	The Global Education website (www.globaleducation.
edna.edu.au).  

module 6
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Getting started
Future Makers invites students to consider the following 
key questions. 

What will life be like in the future? What will the physical 
environment be like? Will inequalities among people 
still exist? What role will science and technology play in 
people’s lives? What might the impact of globalisation be 
on the lives of people in Australia and in other countries? 

Students are asked to create two collages representing 
different scenarios. 

•	 	Collage 1: Think about what life is like in the present. 
On the basis of this, create a representation of the 
future 50 years from now.

•	 	Collage 2: Create a representation of the future you 
would like to exist 50 years from now.

This activity would need to be prepared by scaffolding 
students’ thinking about the future through preliminary 
class discussion. Rather than attempting to mimic the 
student activity, you can use it to explore your own 
thinking about intercultural relations in the future. 

Reflection

Create a T-chart that identifies two scenarios based 
on the ideas represented in collages 1 and 2. You 
might choose to narrow your focus to concentrate 
on the future of your suburb, Indigenous 
Australians, the environment, or another country 
(for example, China, Papua New Guinea).

Social interaction

If you are undertaking a collegiate professional 
learning activity, you might like to allocate a range 
of scenarios to individuals, pairs or small groups. 
When the T-charts are completed, they can be 
shared and discussed in the wider group. 

A T-chart can be used to represent opposing or 
contradictory opinions and facts. Write your topic 
above the T. Brainstorm positives and negatives and 
then sort these so that contrary ideas or facts are 
placed opposite each other.

Digital resources
The digital resources (animations, film clips,  
digitised photographs/paintings) for Future Makers  
are described in Handout 6.1. 

Learning design

Table 6.1 identifies scenarios that describe how teachers 
and students can engage with the digital resources. 

Table 6.1 Scenarios for learning design

Scenarios Activity

Teacher accesses the 
digital resources in a 
classroom equipped with 
a data projector or an 
electronic whiteboard.

Whole-of-class 
engagement with 
particular digital 
resources. Teacher 
leads with supporting 
classroom materials and 
discussion.

Teacher and students 
access the digital 
resources and student 
activities in a school 
computer lab – either one 
computer per student 
or two students to each 
computer.

Teacher-facilitated 
activity with students 
working through the 
theme Future Makers at 
a computer, or working 
in groups with particular 
digital resources within 
the theme.

Teacher and students 
access the digital 
resources and student 
activities in classrooms 
with computers.

Teacher-facilitated activity 
with students working 
either in groups or 
independently.

Teacher accesses the 
digital resources, student 
activities and teacher 
advice in a school 
environment to plan 
classes.

Teachers working 
independently or 
collegiately (that is, 
within or across learning 
areas) to plan delivery.

Teacher accesses the 
digital resources, student 
activities and teacher 
advice from home to plan 
classes.

Home computers 
accessing the online 
resources. 
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Reflection

Reflect on any issues that may arise out of these 
scenarios. You might like to develop a personal or 
group SWOT analysis that identifies the strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats for each 
scenario. A SWOT analysis will allow you to audit 
issues and processes, and so better focus on 
important issues.

Tuning in
Tuning in involves teachers engaging students with key 
values and concepts underpinning the theme of Future 
Makers through an exploration of three online resources. 

The digital resources for this level in World of Values 
include an animation (I Think … – That’s not fair),  
an image of the Australian fifty dollar note showing  
David Unaipon and an artwork (Prophets of loss, 2004). 
Each is described in greater detail in the student activities  
and in Handout 6.1. 

The achievements of David Unaipon (1872–1967) may 
be unknown to you and your students. His image on the 
fifty dollar note may be more familiar. David Unaipon was 
a noted Indigenous Australian public speaker, inventor and 
writer. His story is included in the Tuning in section for 
three reasons: to allow students to reflect on Australia’s 
past, present and future; to recognise that the actions and 
ideas of significant individuals may shape or anticipate the 
future; and to emphasise the importance of intercultural 
understanding in bringing about social equality.

Active construction

View the image of the Australian fifty dollar note.  
As well as the portrait of David Unaipon, it 
presents an example of intercultural and interfaith 
understandings from a particular point in time. 
Adapt a teaching and learning strategy such as 
a force field analysis to explore David Unaipon’s 
motivations and the barriers that he faced in 
bringing about change.

Making connections

Begin by reviewing your understanding of terms 
such as ‘intercultural’ and ‘interfaith’ as they relate 
to values. You may need to return to Module 1 or 
conduct a search on the Values Education website.

Strengths

Opportunities

Weaknesses

Threats External 
factors

Internal 
factors

Positive Negative

Diagram of a SWOT analysis
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Reflection

Complete a force field analysis of the ‘pros’ and 
‘cons’ that David Unaipon faced in bringing about 
reconciliation and understanding between cultures 
and faiths.

Force field 
analysis

Driving (pros) Preventing/
restricting 
(cons)

Intercultural

Interfaith

Future Makers includes two digital resources that 
enable you to reflect on Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
relationships in the past, present and the future: 
Prophets of loss, 2004 and Kevin Rudd’s Apology 
Speech: 1. It also allows you to follow up the theme of 
science and technology in Laboratory procedures, 2002. 

Reflection

Select either ‘Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
relationships’ or ‘Science and technology’. Look 
at the relevant digitised painting (Prophets of loss, 
2004) and photograph (Laboratory procedures, 
2002), and/or documentary film clip (Kevin Rudd’s 
Apology Speech) to identify ways in which these 
could be integrated into a teaching program that 
explores Future Makers.

Making connections

Search for and identify other print and digital 
resources that could be used to augment these 
digital resources in the classroom.

Discovering
The remaining seven digital resources are designed to 
enable you to explore values, text and context more 
deeply. Two of the resources explore different aspects of 
future making. 

Kevin Rudd’s Apology Speech

Kevin Rudd’s apology to Indigenous Australians in 
2008 acknowledged past injustices and inequalities, 
particularly those of the Stolen Generations. It makes a 
good companion piece to Making a difference: David 
Unaipon, which provides a picture of the past, and 
Prophets of loss, 2004, which depicts the present as 
well as the past. 

Reflection

View Kevin Rudd’s Apology Speech: 1. You may 
also want to read the transcript of this part of the 
apology that accompanies the clip.

Active construction

Create a spider map to explore what Mr Rudd has 
to say about the past, the present and the future 
of Indigenous people in Australia and the need for 
intercultural understanding between Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous Australians. 

A spider map can be used for planning and/or 
brainstorming. In this instance it is used to analyse 
ideas. Place the central idea in the middle circle and 
then use the spider’s legs to tease out the main 
points.

The student activities for this resource recognise 
that Indigenous and non-Indigenous students may 
bring particular perspectives to the apology speech. 
Accordingly, they focus on values and attempt to develop 
empathy in non-Indigenous Australians for children who 
are taken away from their parents. Another activity is 
about ‘Turning words into actions’. 
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Turning words into actions

The Prime Minister said in the apology: ‘We 
today take this first step by acknowledging the 
past and laying claim to a future that embraces 
all Australians’.

How can we, as individuals and as a nation, 
move beyond the first step and lay ‘claim to a 
future that embraces all Australians’? Think of 
three actions you could do as an individual in 
your personal or family life, three actions that 
could be done at your school, and three things 
that could happen in your local community. 

Brainstorm three things that the government 
could do nationally. Then share your ideas with 
the class with one person acting as scribe, 
writing all ideas on the board or on large pieces 
of paper. By consensus, agree on the three most 
practical things your school could do and take 
steps to implement them. You may also:

•	 	suggest some ideas for the local community 
to your council

•	 	write a letter or an email to the prime 
minister’s office outlining the practical actions 
that can be taken as a nation.

Responsibility 

In order to explore your own capacity for empathy, 
explore the perspective of either an Indigenous or a 
non-Indigenous student by completing the personal 
action plan from one of their points of view. 

Action At home At school In my local 
community

Mao’s new suit

Many teachers will be familiar with the aims of the Asia 
Education Foundation (www.asiaeducation.edu.au) and 
the materials that it has developed for engaging young 
Australians with Asia. The documentary film clip in 
Future Makers, Mao’s new suit, allows students to focus 
on contemporary China.

The new national curriculum seeks to describe 
curriculum content: knowledge, understandings and 
skills. One of the general capabilities described is 
intercultural understanding that:

… enables students to respect and appreciate 
their own and others’ cultures, and to work and 
communicate with those from different cultures 
and backgrounds. It includes appreciation 
of the special place of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander cultures; respect for Australia’s 
multicultural composition; communicating 
and working in harmony with others within 
and across cultures, especially in relation to 
cultures and countries of the Asia-Pacific; and 
appreciation of difference and diversity.

Source: ACARA 2009, The Shape of the Australian Curriculum, 
pp 12–13

This activity encourages students to use their own 
knowledge and experience when exploring intercultural 
understanding between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
Australians. 

One student activity from the Bringing it together 
section of Future Makers asks students to develop a 
personal action plan. An adapted version of this plan 
would also be a useful tool for analysing the Prime 
Minister’s speech.
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Advertising missionaries

Because the special focus on Asia is being extended by 
the Board to include the Pacific region, it is worthwhile 
selecting the clip from the documentary film Advertising 
missionaries (Aspire Films 1996) to explore what is, for 
many states and territories, an innovative curriculum 
focus. 

Advertising missionaries: Wokabout Marketing depicts 
how cultures and values interact for the purpose of 
marketing Western products to remote villages in  
Papua New Guinea. The clip may give rise to easy  
and one-sided judgements, so it is important to view  
it with an open mind. 

Before accessing the clip, you might consider 
reading about Papua New Guinea’s people, economy, 
achievements, challenges and links with Australia on the 
Global Education website (www.globaleducation.edna.
edu.au).

Reflection

View Advertising missionaries: Wokabout 
Marketing. You might begin by reflecting on the 
nature of your responses to the clip. In what ways 
were your responses positive or negative?

Social interaction 

Either individually or in a group professional 
learning situation, consider the values inherent 
in the clips in the context of the meanings and 
definitions of the nine Values for Australian 
Schooling. Which of these values might come into 
conflict in situations as shown in the clips?

Nine Values for Australian Schooling 

Care & Compassion

Doing Your Best

Fair Go

Freedom

Honesty & Trustworthiness

Integrity

Respect 

Responsibility 

Understanding, Tolerance & Inclusion

Intercultural understanding and intercultural 
communication might appear to be value-neutral terms. 
However, it depends on the perspective of the person 
who is learning about the other culture. Intercultural 
understanding allows the marketer and the actors in the 
clips to more effectively communicate with their target 
audience. The villagers also use intercultural knowledge 
and skills to understand and appreciate what is being 
sold to them. 

In the ACARA statement about intercultural 
understanding, there is reference to an ‘appreciation of 
difference and diversity’. As an outsider viewing these 
clips, it is easy to see the actions of the players and 
the marketer as exploitative. Your students will need 
help in considering whether what might seem to be 
exploitative in a Papua New Guinea context would also 
seem exploitative in Australia. (They drink Coca-Cola and 
wear clean clothes; why shouldn’t children in Papua New 
Guinea have this right?)
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Globalisation – pros and cons

The Global Education website provides information about the pros 
and cons of globalisation: www.globaleducation.edna.edu.au/
globaled/page178.html. 

Read through the material. Note information and ideas that are new 
to you.

Consider how you might use the processes of globalisation to produce 
positive outcomes. Use the table as an example of how to organise 
and record your ideas. 

Global- 
isation  
process

How will 
it be used 
positively?

What this 
will mean 
for me?

What 
this will 
mean for 
others?

What this 
will mean 
for the 
world?

1.

2.

3.

4.

 
When you have completed this task, post your table on the wall. Take 
time to read everyone else’s tables. If you read something that you 
think is a particularly good idea, leave a comment on a sticky note for 
the author to read. 

Social interaction

This activity can be used in a collegiate professional learning activity.  
Go to the Global Education website and make notes about its materials 
on globalisation. Use a think-pair-share activity to complete the table.

A think-pair-share activity allows one to think about their ideas and 
opinions, and then discuss them with another person. The next stage 
includes the pair sharing their idea with a larger group.

See the following example of an activity that invites students  
to explore the concept of globalisation.
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Further research

Consumerism has an impact on all societies, including 
developing countries such as Papua New Guinea. 
Exploring consumerism and its consequences can link 
this clip with others in Future Makers that relate to 
environmental futures (that is, The battle for Byron: 
European settlement in Byron Bay, Shoalwater: Up for 
grabs – Jobs versus environment, Eco house challenge: 
Stop your gassing – Two Aussie families). The Global 
Education website also includes a case study, ‘The power 
of many’, about waste management in Wewak, Papua 
New Guinea. If you are interested in providing students 
with a contrast between Australian environmental issues 
and futures and those of a developing country, allow 
them to explore the case study. 

Bringing it together
The Bringing it together section of Future Makers 
requires students to synthesise the understandings 
gained from viewing the digital resources and completing 
the Tuning in and Discovering sections. 

It is worthwhile trialling adapted versions of some of 
these activities in a professional learning activity before 
using them with students. The activity ‘Important ideas’ 
can be completed individually or collaboratively.

Important ideas 

If you had to explain the resources and materials 
you have been working with to someone who 
had not seen them, what are the five most 
important ideas you would want them to 
understand? 

Use the table below to identify the five most 
important ideas (in the form of single words or 
phrases) from your viewing, thinking, discussion 
and writing about the digital resources in Future 
Makers.

Five key 
ideas

The idea in 
your own 
words

Explain why 
the idea is 
important for 
the world’s 
future 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Display your tables around the room for others 
to read and consider. 
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If you find it difficult to identify key ideas, students  
may find it more so. They may need the help of a  
pre-prepared ‘ideas bank’. 

Active construction

Try to complete the table in the activity above, and if 
you are participating in a collegiate learning activity, 
share your responses. You might like to select the 
following concepts for column 1: discrimination, 
reconciliation, sustainability, equity, and 
globalisation. Otherwise brainstorm alternatives.

Going further
The Going further section of Future Makers encourages 
students to independently follow up the ideas they have 
encountered through four activities. These range from 
reading other people’s views about the future to creating 
their own future fiction. An adapted version of one 
activity follows.

Life in 2050

Read the article ‘Will Life Be Worth Living  
in 2000AD?’ on the Pixelmatic website  
(www.pixelmatic.com.au/2000/). This article 
was written in 1961.

Write your own piece in response to the 
question: ‘Will life be worth living in 2050?’ 
Present your vision of life in the future based on 
the values you hope will be shaping that society. 

Active construction

Rather than writing generally and predictively about 
Australia’s or the world’s future, instead focus 
on relations between cultures, societies and/or 
countries. You might like to focus on Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous understanding or how societies 
like those depicted in Advertising missionaries have 
developed. 

Social interaction

If you are undertaking a collegiate professional 
learning activity, share your vision with others  
in the group.
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Handout 6.1 Future Makers: Digital resources at a glance

Tuning in Text Context Values spotlight

I Think … – That’s 
not fair

Animation

A group of 5 to 9-year-old 
children discuss the concepts 
of fairness and equality and 
the need for all people to 
accept responsibility for 
decision making. 

The children were chosen 
from schools where 
philosophy is taught. 
Discussion is facilitated 
to encourage children to 
interact freely and promote 
the principles of cooperative 
learning. 

I Think … – That’s not fair 
tackles the difficulty of 
determining what is fair 
and equitable for all. The 
conversation highlights 
responsibility, freedom, 
integrity and fair go.

Prophets of loss, 
2004

Artwork 

This artwork is part of a set 
of panels titled ‘Impact: an 
illustrated Aboriginal history’ 
about the consequences of 
colonisation for Indigenous 
Australians and the Australian 
landscape. 

Darryl Pfitzner Milika 
(1949–) is an Adelaide-
based Indigenous Australian 
artist who is concerned 
with Indigenous cultural 
identity and history. The 
Migration Museum in Adelaide 
commissioned the artwork. 

Prophets of loss provides a 
perspective on the unequal 
treatment that Indigenous 
Australians experience. The 
values of fair go, care and 
compassion, and inclusion 
are at the heart of this work’s 
composition.

Making a 
difference –  
David Unaipon 

Photograph

The remarkable life and 
achievements of David 
Unaipon, a Ngarrindjeri man 
born in 1872 in SA, are 
depicted on the Australian fifty 
dollar note.

Unaipon made significant 
contributions as an inventor, 
author and spokesperson for 
Aboriginal people. 

David Unaipon pursued a 
more just and tolerant future 
for all. He did his best, he 
contributed constructively to 
society, he acted with integrity 
and he never faltered in his 
belief in a fair go.
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Tuning in Text Context Values spotlight

The battle for 
Byron – European 
settlement in 
Byron Bay

Documentary 
film clip

A series of photographs and 
archival film footage illustrate 
key historical changes in 
Byron Bay since European 
settlement: the effects of the 
timber, pastoralist, sand-
mining and whaling industries 
since 1840. 

Byron Bay is located in NSW 
on the north coast. It is 
renowned for its alternative 
culture and lifestyle as well as 
its picturesque coastline. 

The battle for Byron highlights 
the fact that the values we 
hold with regard to the 
environment guide our usage 
and relationship to it. Values 
such as respect, responsibility 
and integrity are central to 
such a discussion.

Shoalwater: 
Up for grabs 
– Jobs versus 
environment

Documentary 
film clip

This film clip addresses the 
political tension between 
the need for jobs, and 
the preservation of the 
environment. 

The Shoalwater Bay 
estuarine area is in Qld. The 
documentary was made after 
permits were issued by the 
government to allow sand 
mining in the area. 

Jobs versus environment 
raises the issue of competing 
values and interests in 
the management of the 
environment: the needs of 
people versus the preservation 
of the environment.

Eco house 
challenge: Stop 
your gassing 
– Two Aussie 
families

Documentary 
film clip

This clip introduces two 
families attempting to live 
in a more environmentally 
sustainable way, and their ‘eco 
coach’, Tanya Ha.

Households contribute about 
20 per cent of Australia’s 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
‘Eco House Challenge’ aimed 
to promote ideas about 
ecological sustainability to a 
wide audience.

Stop your gassing highlights 
the challenges people must 
work through and resolve 
when they re-prioritise and 
live out their values in daily 
life.

Laboratory 
procedures, 2002

Photograph

This photograph is part of 
the series ‘Science story’. The 
creature the man is holding is 
named SO2, in reference to 
SO1, ‘Synthetic Organism 1’, 
the world’s first laboratory-
bred micro-organism. 

Artist Patricia Piccinini has 
investigated the frontiers 
of science and technology 
through her works. Her 
particular focus is on 
biotechnologies and what is 
natural and artificial.  

Laboratory procedures raises 
questions about the freedom 
to pursue knowledge and the 
responsibility scientists have 
to promote the wellbeing of 
humanity and society.
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Mao’s new suit – 
New China

Documentary 
film clip

A young Chinese fashion 
designer talks about her life 
and career, and the contrast 
between her aspirations for 
the future and those of her 
parents a generation earlier. 

Western influences are 
becoming prevalent in China. 
Individuality rather than 
uniformity has become a 
dominant value and young 
people dream of success 
and recognition in their 
endeavours.

The young entrepreneur 
interviewed in New China 
represents a new generation 
whose values include freedom 
to explore opportunities and 
doing their best.  

Advertising 
missionaries 
– Wokabout 
Marketing

Documentary 
film clip

Commercial products are 
promoted in remote regions 
of Papua New Guinea by 
Wokabout Marketing, a 
company that performs 
vignettes centred on a 
comedic family.

About three-quarters of PNG’s 
population cannot be reached 
through regular advertising 
channels. Marketing executive 
Andrew Rose writes scripts 
for Wokabout Marketing.

Wokabout Marketing focuses 
on the values of responsibility, 
integrity and respect within 
a commercial/economic 
context, and the impact on 
local, traditional culture and 
the environment. 

Prime Minister 
Kevin Rudd’s 
Apology Speech

Documentary 
film clip

This film clip presents the 
opening of Prime Minister 
Kevin Rudd’s apology to 
Australia’s Indigenous peoples 
on 13 February 2008. 

The 1997 ‘Bringing them 
home’ report into the 
Stolen Generations had 
recommended an official 
apology be made to 
Indigenous peoples for 
past wrongs. The apology 
was part of the new Labor 
government’s platform. 

The Prime Minister’s speech 
acknowledged past wrongs, 
demonstrated respect 
and compassion and took 
responsibility to prevent such 
mistakes in the future. 


