
Ministerial Council on Education,
Employment, Training and Youth Affairs

MCEETYA

National
Assessment
Program –
Civics and
Citizenship

Years 6 & 10
Report

M
C

E
E

T
YA

 N
ational A

ssessm
ent P

rogram
 – C

ivics and C
itizenship Years 6 &

 10 R
eport 2004



Main cover image:

Seselja, Loui. “Sea of Hands protest on the lawns of 
Parliament House. 12 October 1997 “, 
nla.pic-an13914839-11, ‘National Library of Australia’

Ministerial Council on Education,
Employment, Training and Youth Affairs



Ministerial Council on Education,
Employment, Training and Youth Affairs

NATIONAL
ASSESSMENT

PROGRAM

Civics and Citizenship
Years 6 and 10 Report 2004

NATASS230106



ACER Staff

Suzanne Mellor from ACER was the Project Manager and the leader of the project that resulted in this report. John Ainley assisted with 
its overall direction. The Test Development team comprised: Julian Fraillon, Neville Chiavaroli, Joy McQueen and Michelle Davidson.
The Analysis Team comprised Wolfram Schultz, and Eveline Gebhardt with Martin Murphy (sampling) and Yan Bibby (school reports).
Nicole Wernert had carriage of school communication and the development of the administration manuals with assistance from 
Catherine Underwood. The Technical Report was compiled and written by Nicole Wernert, with the assistance of the Analysis Team staff.
The Data Base Manual was prepared by Eveline Gebhardt and Nicole Wernert. This public report (MCEETYA., (2006). National 
Assessment Program - Civics and Citizenship Years 6 and 10 Report 2004) was written by Mellor, Ainley, Fraillon and Wernert. It was 

designed and set by ACER DTP.

© 2006 Curriculum Corporation as the 
legal entity for the Ministerial Council 
on Education, Employment, Training 
and Youth Affairs (MCEETYA).

Curriculum Corporation as the legal
entity for the Ministerial Council on 
Education, Employment, Training and 
Youth Affairs (MCEETYA) owns the 
copyright in this publication. This 
publication or any part of it may be used 
freely only for non-profi t education 
purposes provided the source is clearly 
acknowledged. The publication may not 
be sold or used for any other commercial 
purpose.

Other than as permitted above or by the 
Copyright Act 1968 (Commonwealth), 
no part of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored, published, 
performed, communicated or adapted, 
regardless of the form or means 
(electronic, photocopying or otherwise), 
without the prior written permission of 
the copyright owner. Address inquiries 
regarding copyright to:

MCEETYA Secretariat, PO Box 202,
Carlton South, VIC 3053, Australia.



Contents

Tables i

Figures iii

Profi ciency Level Text Boxes iv

Acknowledgements v

Foreword vi

Executive Summary viii

Chapter 1: 
Introduction to the National Civics and Citizenship Sample 
Assessment, 2004 1
Background 1
Curriculum Context in States and Territories 3
Stages in the Project 5
Structure of this Report 7

Chapter 2:
Sample, Student Characteristics, Instruments and Administration 8
Sample 8
Participation Rates 9
Participating Students’ Personal Characteristics 10
Student Background Variables in the Student Background Survey 11
Assessment Items and Response Types 19
Test Booklet Construction and Rotation 20
Marker Training and Marking Procedures 21
Data Analysis 21
Concluding Comments 21

Chapter 3:
Describing the Civics and Citizenship Scale 22
Describing the Civics and Citizenship Scale 22

Civics and Citizenship Scale: Below Level 1 25
Civics and Citizenship Scale: Level 1 26
Civics and Citizenship Scale: Level 2 28
Civics and Citizenship Scale: Level 3 31
Civics and Citizenship Scale: Level 4 34
Civics and Citizenship Scale: Level 5 37

Concluding Comments 40



Chapter 4
Student Achievement on the Civics and Citizenship Scale in 
the States and Territories 41
Developing the Scale 41
Representation of State and Territory Distributions on Bar Charts 44
Comparisons of Achievement 47
Concluding Comments 53

Chapter 5
Achievement in Civics and Citizenship and Background 
Characteristics 54
Differences in Profi ciency between Students in Years 6 and 10 55
Infl uence of Background on Student Achievement in Civics and Citizenship: 
A Regression Analysis 67
Concluding Comments 71

Chapter 6
Student Achievement and Participation in Civics and 
Citizenship Activities 72
Civics-related Activities at School in the Student Background Survey 72
Participation in Civics-related Activities Outside of School 78
Relationships Between In-school and Out-of-school Participation in 
Civics-related Activities 81
Relationship of Student Achievement to Civics-related Activities 82
Regression Analysis of the Infl uence of Civic Participation on Achievement 
in Civics and Citizenship 84
Concluding Comments 87

Chapter 7
Concluding Discussion 88
Implications of the Assessment Domain 89
Reporting Student Achievement in Civics and Citizenship 89
Main Characteristics of Student Achievement in Civics and Citizenship 89
Differences in Performance between Year 6 and Year 10 91
Factors Associated with Student Achievement in Civics and Citizenship 92
Implications of Student Achievement in Civics and Citizenship 93

References 95

Appendix 1
Assessment Domain 97

Appendix 2
Student Background Survey (including Assessment of 
Civics and Citizenship Opportunities) 103

Appendix 3
Civics and Citizenship Sub-scales 107

Appendix 4
Percentage Correct by Score Code for Sample Items 
in Chapter 3 118

Appendix 5
Example School Reports and Explanatory Material 120



i

List of Tables

Table ES 1  Percentages of Year 6 and Year 10 Students Attaining 
Each Profi ciency Level, by Sex xiv

Table ES 2  Mean Scores for Year 6 and Year 10 Students on the Civics and 
Citizenship Scale, by Parental Occupation Group xv

Table 2.1  Design Samples and Final Participation Rates, by State and 
Territory 10

Table 2.2  Age - Percentages of Students Nationally, by State and Territory 
and by Year Level 11

Table 2.3  Gender – Percentages of Students Nationally, by State and 
Territory and by Year Level 12

Table 2.4  Geographic Location - Percentages of Students Nationally, 
by State and Territory and by Year Level 13

Table 2.5  Indigenous Status - Percentages of Students Nationally, by 
State and Territory and by Year Level 14

Table 2.6  Geographic Location and Indigenous Status - Percentages of 
Students Nationally, by Year Level 15

Table 2.7  Language - Percentages of Students Nationally, by State and 
Territory and by Year Level 15

Table 2.8  Country of Birth - Percentages of Students Nationally, by State 
and Territory and by Year Level 16

Table 2.9  Parental Education – Percentages of Year 10 Students Nationally 
and by State and Territory 17

Table 2.10  Parental Occupation - Percentage of Students Nationally, 
by State and Territory and by Year Level 19

Table 3.1  Civics and Citizenship Profi ciency Levels 24

Table 4.1  Multiple Comparisons of Year 6 Mean Performance on the 
Civics and Citizenship Scale Among States and Territories 48

Table 4.2  Multiple Comparisons of Year 10 Mean Performance on the 
Civics and Citizenship Scale Among States and Territories 49

Table 4.3  Percentages of Year 6 Students At or Above Each Profi ciency 
Level on the Civics and Citizenship Scale, by State and Territory 50

Table 4.4  Percentages of Year 10 Students At or Above Each Profi ciency 
Level on the Civics and Citizenship Scale, by State and Territory 51

Table 5.1  Year Differential Performance Between Years 6 and 10 for All 
Surveyed Students 55

Table 5.2  Differences in Mean Performance Between Years 6 and 10, 
Nationally and by State and Territory 56

Table 5.3  Year Differential Performance Between Years 6 and 10, 
by Gender 57



ii

Table 5.4  Mean Performance by Males and Females on the Civics and 
Citizenship Scale, by Year Level and State and Territory 58

Table 5.5  Percentages of Males and Females at Each Profi ciency Level on 
the Civics and Citizenship Scale 59

Table 5.6  Mean Scores for Indigenous and Non-Indigenous Year 6 and 
Year 10 Students on the Civics and Citizenship Scale 59

Table 5.7  Percentages of Indigenous and Non-Indigenous Students at 
Each Profi ciency Level on the Civics and Citizenship Scale 60

Table 5.8  Mean Scores of Year 6 and Year 10 Students on the Civics and 
Citizenship Scale, by Language Background and Country of Birth 61

Table 5.9  Percentages of Year 6 and Year 10 Students at Each Profi ciency 
Level on the Civics and Citizenship Scale, by Language Spoken at Home 61

Table 5.10  Mean Scores for Year 6 and Year 10 Students on the Civics 
and Citizenship Scale, by Geographic Location of School and Student 
(Year 10 only) 62

Table 5.11  Percentages of Year 6 and Year 10 students at Each Profi ciency 
Level on the Civics and Citizenship Scale, by Geographic Location of School 63

Table 5.12  Mean Scores for Year 6 and Year 10 Students on the Civics and 
Citizenship Scale, by Parental Occupation Group 64

Table 5.13  Percentage of Students Nationally, by Civics and Citizenship 
Profi ciency Level and Parental Occupation Group 65

Table 5.14  Mean Scores for Year 10 Students on the Civics and Citizenship 
Scale, by Parental Education 66

Table 5.15  Percentage of Year 10 Students Nationally by Civics and 
Citizenship Profi ciency Level and Parental Education 66

Table 5.16  Results of Regression Analysis of Achievement in the Civics 
and Citizenship Student Characteristics 69

Table 6.1  Opportunities for Participation in Civics-related Activities at 
School, by Year Level 74

Table 6.2  Correlations Among Civics-related Activities at School 75

Table 6.3  Correlations Among Student Views About What Has Been 
Learned About Governance at School 78

Table 6.4  Correlations Among Civics-related Opportunities Outside 
of School 80

Table 6.5  Mean Civics and Citizenship Achievement by Participation 
Categories 82

Table 6.6  Civics Achievement by Participation in Civics-related Activities 
Outside School 83

Table 6.7  Results of Regression Analysis of Achievement in Civics and 
Citizenship on Student Characteristics and Participation in Civic-related 
Activities 86

Table A3.1  Multiple Comparisons of Year 6 Mean Performance on the 
Civic Knowledge and Understanding Sub-scale (KPM1) Among States 
and Territories 108



iii

Table A3.2  Multiple Comparisons of Year 10 Mean Performance on the 
Civic Knowledge and Understanding Sub-scale (KPM1) Among States 
and Territories 109

Table A3.3  Percentages of Year 6 Students At or Above Each Profi ciency 
Level on the Civic Knowledge and Understanding Sub-scale (KPM1), by State 
and Territory 110

Table A3.4  Percentages of Year 10 Students At or Above each Profi ciency 
Level on the Civic Knowledge and Understanding sub-scale (KPM1) by State 
and Territory 111

Table A3.5  Multiple Comparisons of Year 6 Mean Performance on the 
Skills and Values for Active Citizenship Participation Sub-scale (KPM2) 
Among States and Territories 112

Table A3.6  Multiple Comparisons of Year 10 Mean Performance on the 
Skills and Values for Active Citizenship Participation Sub-scale (KPM2) 
Among States and Territories 113

Table A3.7  Percentages of Year 6 Students At or Above Each Profi ciency 
Level on the Skills and Values for Active Citizenship Participation Sub-scale 
(KPM2), by State and Territory 114

Table A3.8  Percentages of Year 10 Students At or Above Each Profi ciency 
Level on the Skills and Values for Active Citizenship Participation Sub-scale 
(KPM2), by State and Territory 115

Table A3.9  Differences in Mean Performance Between Years 6 and 10 on 
the Sub-scales, by Gender 116

Table A4.1  Percentages of Year 6 Students Responding at Each Item 
Score Code for the Sample Items 118

Table A4.2  Percentages of Year 10 Students Responding at Each Item 
Score Code for the Sample Items 119

List of Figures

Figure ES 1  Distribution of Year 6 Student Performance by State 
and Territory x

Figure ES 2  Distribution of Year 10 Student Performance by State and 
Territory x

Figure ES 3  Distribution of Years 6 and 10 Students on the Civics and 
Citizenship Scale xiii

Figure 3.1  Citizenship Pledge Unit - Questions 1 – 4 25

Figure 3.2  Citizenship Pledge Unit - Question 3 26

Figure 3.3  Littering unit - Question 4(i) 27

Figure 3.4  Citizenship Pledge Unit - Question 2(ii) 28

Figure 3.5  Citizenship Pledge Unit - Question 4(ii) 29

Figure 3.6  Bicycle Helmets Unit - Question 2 30

Figure 3.7  Littering Unit - Question 4(iii) 31



iv

Figure 3.8  Media Ownership Unit - Question 1(i & ii) 32

Figure 3.9  Citizenship Pledge Unit - Question 2(ii) 34

Figure 3.10  Australia Day Unit - Questions 1(i) and 2(i) 35

Figure 3.11  Sovereignty Unit - Questions 1 and 2 36

Figure 3.12  Citizenship Pledge Unit - Question 4(iii) 38

Figure 3.13  ‘Governor-General’s Responsibility’ Unit  Question 1 39

Figure 4.1  Distribution of Years 6 and 10 students on the Civics and 
Citizenship Scale 43

Figure 4.2  Example of a Bar Chart 44

Figure 4.3  Year 6 Student Achievement by State and Territory on the Civics 
and Citizenship Scale – Means, Confi dence Intervals and Percentiles 45

Figure 4.4  Year 10 Student Achievement by State and Territory on the 
Civics and Citizenship Scale – Means, Confi dence Intervals and Percentiles 46

Figure 4.5  Percentages of Year 6 Students Achieving the Year 6 Profi cient 
Standard or Better, by State and Territory 50

Figure 4.6  Percentages of Year 10 Students Achieving the Year 10 Profi cient 
Standard or Better, by State and Territory 52

Figure 5.1  Year 6 and Year 10 Male and Female Mean Performance on the 
Civics and Citizenship Scale, by State and Territory 58

Figure 5.2  Mean Scores of Students on the Civics and Citizenship Scale, by 
Parental Occupation Group 64

Figure 6.1  Learning About Governance at School  Year 6 Students 76

Figure 6.2  Learning About Governance at School  Year 10 Students 77

Figure 6.3  Year 6 Participation in Civics-related Activities Outside School 79

Figure 6.4  Year 10 Participation in Civics-related Activities Outside School 79

Figure A3.1  Year 6 and 10 Male and Female Mean Performance on 
the Civics and Citizenship Literacy Sub-scales 117

Figure A5.1  School Report Explanatory material 120

Figure A5.2  Example Year 6 School Report 121

Profi ciency Level Text Boxes

1  Profi ciency Level 1 – Selected Item Response Descriptors 27

2  Profi ciency Level 2 – Selected Item Response Descriptors 30

3  Profi ciency Level 3 – Selected Item Response Descriptors 33

4  Profi ciency Level 4 – Selected Item Response Descriptors 37

5  Profi ciency Level 5 – Selected Item Response Descriptors 39



v

Acknowledgements

Review Committee Members
Listed below are those individuals who, representing their school sectors, 

participated in the Review Committee during the development and 

implementation of the National Civics and Citizenship Sample Assessment. 

Their work made a valuable contribution to the success of the project.

Chair
 Peter Titmanis

Government school sector

New South Wales

John Gore

Victoria

Susan Dennett, 

Maryellen Davidson

Queensland

Marcia Rouen

South Australia

David Butler

Western Australia

Glen Bennett,

Brian Rogers

Tasmania

Tony Poynter, 

Nigel Brown

Northern Territory

Debbie Efthymiades, 

Marisa Boscato

Australian Capital Territory

Melissa Planten

Non-Government school sector
Amanda Whitfi eld

Australian Government
Noel Simpson

Specifi c expertise

Measurement

Tilahun Afrassa

Indigenous education

Michele Hall, 

Julian Toussaint

Language background other 

than English

Cheryl Geoghegan, 

Ros Beaton

Benchmarking and Educational 

Measurement Unit

Perette Price

Executive Offi cer, PMRT Secretariat

Christopher Dean,

Robin Thomas



vi

Foreword

The National Goals for Schooling in the Twenty–fi rst Century, agreed to by 

Australia’s education ministers in 1999, include an emphasis on educating 

students to understand their role in our nation’s democracy. The Goals state 

that students, when they leave school, “should be active and informed citizens 

with an understanding and appreciation of Australia’s system of government and 

civic life”. 

When Ministers endorsed the National Goals for Schooling they also set in 

train the work of measuring and reporting on progress in attaining the Goals. 

They identifi ed eight areas of schooling for attention, among them civics and 

citizenship education. 

Civics and citizenship education promotes the participation of students in 

Australia’s democracy by equipping them with the knowledge, skills, values 

and dispositions of active and informed citizenship. It entails knowledge and 

understanding of Australia’s democratic heritage and traditions, its political 

and legal institutions and the shared values of freedom, tolerance, respect, 

responsibility and inclusion. 

The National Assessment Program – Civics and Citizenship assessment measures 

the civic knowledge and understanding and the citizenship participation skills 

and civic values of Year 6 and Year 10 students in schools across Australia. It 

reports on student achievement using profi ciency levels on a common civics 

and citizenship assessment scale, and against an agreed standard of profi ciency 

for each of Years 6 and 10. It also reports on achievement according to selected 

background characteristics of students – sex, parental occupation, language 

background, school location and Indigenous status.
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This report is the second to be published as part of the National Assessment 

Program (NAP), which includes a cyclical three-yearly program of sample 

assessments of student outcomes in three critical learning areas. The fi rst was the 

2003 National Year 6 Science Report.

The national sample assessments are a product of the collaboration and dedication 

of people in all States and Territories and all sectors of Australian schooling. 

Thanks are due to all of the people and organisations involved in developing, 

trialling and administering the civics and citizenship assessment, and to the 

principals, teachers and students at government, Catholic and independent 

schools across Australia who took part in the trial assessment in 2003 and the 

fi rst full assessment in October 2004.  

Particular thanks go to members of the Performance Measurement and 

Reporting Taskforce and to its Benchmarking and Educational Measurement 

Unit (BEMU), the offi cial bodies responsible for developing and administering 

the assessments on behalf of MCEETYA, and to the national committees of 

curriculum and other experts who provided advice and constructed test items 

and tasks. 

A separate technical report on the processes underlying the results of the 

assessment, as well as further more detailed data, will be available to researchers 

and others on the MCEETYA website. As was the case with the science 

assessment, while part of the civics and citizenship test instrumentation will be 

kept confi dential for re-use in the next assessment cycle, a range of items will be 

released for use by schools.

I commend this report to those with an interest in Civics & Citizenship 

education.

Ken Smith

Chair

Performance Measurement and Reporting Taskforce

September 2006
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Executive Summary

In April 1999, the State, Territory and Commonwealth Ministers for Education, 

meeting as the Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, Training and 

Youth Affairs (MCEETYA) agreed to the Adelaide Declaration on National Goals 

for Schooling in the Twenty-fi rst Century, which provides the framework for 

reporting on student achievement through MCEETYA’s annual National Report 

on Schooling in Australia.

Goal 1.4 of the National Goals states that, when students leave school, 

they should:

… be active and informed citizens with an understanding and appreciation 

of Australia’s system of government and civic life.

Through its task forces, MCEETYA commissioned the construction of two 

Key Performance Measures (KPMs) for civics and citizenship education - KPM1, 

which focused on civics knowledge and understanding, and KPM2, which 

addressed citizenship participation skills and civic values. The Australian Council 

for Educational Research was contracted to conduct the inaugural triennial 

National Civics and Citizenship Sample Assessment of student performance in 

civics and citizenship.

National Civics and Citizenship 
Sample Assessment 
The National Civics and Citizenship Sample Assessment was conducted in 

October 2004 with 10,712 Year 6 students from 318 schools and 9,536 Year 10 

students from 249 schools. At both year levels, a sample of schools was selected 

with a probability proportional to size and then a sample of up to two classrooms 
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was selected at random from those schools. The sample design and procedures, 

the high response rates (more than 90 per cent) and the low levels of exclusions 

ensured that there was very little bias in the sample.

The assessment was representative of the elements identifi ed in the assessment 

domain and the assessment units were made up of items linked to a common 

stimulus. Various item types were used, including dual-choice, multiple-choice, 

closed and constructed response items. Rotated forms of the test booklets ensured 

coverage of the domain. 

Student Performance on the Civics 
and Citizenship Scale
The test items for both years were scaled together, using item response theory. 

This scaling provides a score on a common scale linking Year 6 and Year 10. The 

scale provides the measure of the achievement of each student and an indication 

of the diffi culty of each item. Student achievement scores were transformed to a 

standard metric based on the Year 6 sample, with a mean of 400 and a standard 

deviation of 100. Results are reported either as scores on that scale (typically by 

the mean with the dispersion for each group of students) or as percentages of 

students achieving defi ned profi ciency levels on that scale.

Figures ES 1 and ES 2 show the distribution of student performance by year level 

and by State and Territory. Data displayed below the fi gures show, for each State 

and Territory, the corresponding mean scores, with the associated 95 per cent 

confi dence intervals, and the percentage of students achieving the profi cient 

standard for that year level. In each fi gure, the sequence of presentation is 

by descending means with the Australian performance, followed by the States 

and Territories. 

A comparison of Figures ES 1 and ES 2 shows that the mean difference of 

performance between Year 6 and Year 10 students was almost 100 scale points 

(the same as the standard deviation for Year 6). This difference is also refl ected in 

the fact that 50 per cent of Year 6 students, compared with 80 per cent of Year 10 

students, attained Profi ciency Level 2. 

Year 6 performance by State and Territory

Figure ES 1 shows the distribution of Year 6 student performance by State and 

Territory, the Year 6 mean scores with the associated 95 per cent confi dence 

intervals and the percentage of students achieving the Year 6 Profi cient Standard 

(with the associated confi dence intervals).
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Figure ES 1: Distribution of Year 6 Student Performance by State and Territory
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Figure ES 2: Distribution of Year 10 Student Performance by State and Territory
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It can be seen from Figure ES 1 that the range of Year 6 State and Territory means 

is approximately 50 scale points, centred around the Australian mean score of 

400 scale points. The distributions of Year 6 performance across the States and 

Territories are largely overlapping. This is evidenced also by the fi nding that 

the statistically signifi cant differences in mean performance across the States 

and Territories are between the ACT (which has the highest mean score) and 

Queensland, Western Australia and the Northern Territory (which have the 

lowest mean scores), between Victoria and Queensland and Western Australia, 

and between New South Wales and Queensland.

With regard to those students achieving the Profi cient Standard of Level 2, the 

percentage of students from the ACT, New South Wales and Victoria achieving 

the standard was greater than the national average. Because of differences in 

the distribution of scores, a pattern that is evident in the means may not 

necessarily be identical to a pattern in the percentage of students at or above 

the profi cient standard.

Year 10 performance by State and Territory

Figure ES 2 shows the distribution of Year 10 student performance by State and 

Territory and the Year 10 mean scores with the associated 95 per cent confi dence 

intervals and the percentage of students achieving the Year 10 Profi cient Standard 

for that year level. 

It can be seen from Figure ES 2 that the range of Year 10 State and Territory 

performance means is approximately 56 scale points centred around the Australian 

mean score of 496 scale points. The distributions of Year 10 performance across 

the States and Territories overlap a little more than those of the Year 6 data. This 

is evidenced also by the fi nding that the only statistically signifi cant differences 

in mean performance across the States and Territories are between NSW (which 

has the highest mean score) and Queensland and South Australia (which have the 

lowest mean scores). 

With regard to those Year 10 students achieving the Profi cient Standard of Level 

3, the percentage of students from New South Wales and the ACT, achieving the 

standard was greater than the national average. 
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Profi ciency Levels and Standards on the 
Civics and Citizenship Scale 
Although the Civics and Citizenship Scale was a continuum, scores were grouped 

into fi ve profi ciency levels ranging from ‘1’ (containing the least diffi cult items) 

to ‘5’ (containing the most diffi cult items). After the assessment data had been 

analysed, civics and citizenship education experts from government, Catholic 

and non-government schools in all States and Territories came together to set a 

profi cient standard for each of Year 6 and Year 10. The profi cient standard was 

a level of performance that would be expected for a student at that year level. 

Students needed to demonstrate more than minimal or elementary skills to be 

regarded as having reached a profi cient standard. A profi cient standard is not the 

same as a minimum benchmark standard because the latter refers to the basic 

level needed to function at that year level whereas the former refers to what is 

expected of a student at that year level. The Profi cient Standard for Year 6 was 

set at Profi ciency Level 2 (see Figure ES1) and for Year 10 at Profi ciency Level 3 

(see Figure ES2).

Characteristics of Profi ciency Level 2

Students who achieved at Profi ciency Level 2 were able to demonstrate accurate 

responses to relatively simple civics and citizenship concepts or issues, with 

limited interpretation or reasoning. They could, for example, identify more than 

one basic feature of democracy or democratic process, have basic understandings 

of citizens’ taxation and/or civic responsibilities, and recognise tensions between 

democratic rights and private actions.

Characteristics of Profi ciency Level 3

Students who achieved at Profi ciency Level 3 were able to demonstrate 

comparatively precise and detailed factual responses to complex civics and 

citizenship concepts or issues, and some interpretation of information. They 

could, for example, identify the historical event remembered on Anzac Day, clearly 

understand the mechanisms and importance of secret ballot, and understand the 

general effect of sanctions in international agreements. 








































































































































































































































































